


KOSOVA WOMEN’S NETWORK 

PROGRAMME REPORT AND ACTIVITIES FOR 2011

Kosova Women’s Network
+381 (0) 38 245 850

Str. Hajdar Dushi C-2, II / 8
10 000 Prishtina, Republic of Kosova

info@womensnetwork.org
www.womensnetwork.org



The Kosova Women’s Network (KWN) supports, protects, and promotes the rights and interests of women and girls
throughout Kosova, regardless of their political beliefs, religion, age, level of education, sexual orientation, and ability.
KWN fulfills its mission through the exchange of experience and information, partnerships and networking, advocacy,
and research.

THE KOSOVA WOMEN’S NETWORK MISSION



CONTENT
KWN Objectives 2

Programmes of KWN
Increasing Women’s Participation in Politics and Decision-making 3

Improving women’s health 11

Reduction of trafficking and domestic violence   13

Increasing women’s participation in regional peace-building 16

Building the capacity of KWN 18

Other Activities 24

KWN Board 27

KWN Staff 28

Financial Report 29

Audit Report & Operational Costs 30

KWN Member 2011 31



2

o Ensure equal, effective, and active participation of women and girls in Kosova’s political, economic, and  
social development;

oo Improve women’s human rights in all spheres of life in Kosova; and

ooo Improve and increase cooperation among women’s groups and organizations in Kosova, the region,  
and internationally. 

KWN OBJECTIVES

This report seeks to inform our members, partners and friends about KWN activities in 2011 towards the achieve-
ment of our objectives. The report includes six sections based on the programs identified in the KWN work plan for
2011: 

o Increasing women’s participation in politics and decision-making;
oo Improving women’s health;  
ooo Reduction of trafficking and domestic violence;
oooo Increasing women’s participation in regional peace-building
ooooo Building the capacity of KWN; and 
oooooo Other Activities. 

This report also includes KWN financial report for 2011 and KWN members for 2011. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT 

KWN Annual Report 2011
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oo On 16 February 2011, in Hotel Prishtina, within the
framework of visiting the Albanian women leaders, the
National Democratic Institute (NDI) organized the “Women
and Politics” roundtable. The aim of the delegation com-
posed of 23 women representative of political parties,
women’s forums, civil society and media, was to exchange
women experiences in politics, their challenges during cam-
paigns, new strategies to fulfill successful advocacy cam-
paigns; establish new contacts, and expand women’s net-
work into a regional network through time.  In this round-
table the participants had the opportunity to share important
lessons with women involved in political organizations, like:
the importance of excessing political differences in order to
focus in issues of reciprocal interest; the need to have a
common powerful voice in political debates; and ways to
overcome the political pressures that can come from party
leaders, etc. The panelist from Kosovo, Flora Brovina –
Member of the Parliament of Kosovo and Igballe Rogova – from the Kosovo Women’s Network, asked for empower-
ment of women voices, democratization of political parties, strengthened discussions on women’s position in poli-
tics, and many other issues. Panelists from Albania, Mirela Roshi – from the Socialist Party, Irini Shehu – from the
Democratic Party, and Edlira Çepani – from AS@N NGO, discussed mainly similar topics, mentioning also the lack of
promotion of women in media, as a key factor contributing to the limited number of elected women in the parlia-

PROGRAMMES OF KWN
1. INCREASING WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN POLITICS 

AND DECISION-MAKING

KWN representatives attended the roundtable “Women
and Politics”, on February 16, organized by 

National Democratic Institute.



ment.  There were also discussions among other participant women. They expressed their willingness to meet again
in Kosovo or Albania, looking at this as a way through which common challenges can be overcome. At the end of
the meeting, NDI-Albania, thanked Kosovo Women’s Network for their contribution during 2008 in initiating the
Network among women in politics and civil society in Albania.

oo On the 21st of February, KWN organized a meeting with Austrian MEP, Ulrike Lunacek, (Greens/EFA group), the
European Parliament's rapporteur on Kosovo and women’s rights activists. Mrs. Lunacek talked about the days when

she was herself a
woman’s rights
activist in Austria,
and how she later
decided to join the
politics. Later on
she debated on
the political situa-
tion in Kosovo.
Discussions con-
tinued with ques-
tions and com-
ments by the par-
ticipants on the
lack of democracy,
the change of
electoral code,
involvement of
women into the
decision making

processes, progress in education, etc. At the end, Ulrike Lunacek thanked all activists for their participation, prom-
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KWN members met with Austrian MEP Ulrike Lunacek (Greens/EFA group), the European Parliament's
rapporteur on Kosovo, during KWN Members Meeting in Prishtina.



ising that she will continue meeting them in the future. Mrs. Lunacek visited again KWN on 29th of October, during
the bi-monthly members meeting. Ulrike Lunacek shared with the members her story as an activist and as a politi-
cian. The members had the chance to communicate with Mrs. Lunacek for one hour.

oo On 9th of March, in Hotel Prishtina, FES organized a roundtable discussing issues of women empowerment and
the achievement of equality. Women from civil society and politics participated in this roundtable. Mejreme Shema
– RRGSK and Flora Macula – UN Women, discussed on women’ discrimination, women’s rights as a human right and
how to continue their strong support. They also mentioned the laws that exist, and which still remain unimplemented
by the state. Igballe Rogova – KWN, expressed that women are satisfied with the mechanisms but not with their
implementation. She stressed the unemployment problem and the lack of economic development which has big
impact on women’s health, education and violence against them. She also stressed the importance of collaboration
among women in politics and those in civil society. They also
discussed about the quotas in parliament, and media
approaches. Luljeta Vuniqi, Executive Director of the Kosovo
Center for Gender Studies highlighted the importance of
media in promoting of women.

oo On 20 April 2011, the President of the Republic of
Kosovo, Atifete Jahjaga, met the delegation of the Kosova
Women’s Network (KWN). KWN expressed gratitude towards
President Atifete Jahjaga, precisely on her 36th birthday, on
her contribution and dedication towards advancing women
position in the Kosovar society, but also her contribution as
a past member of KWN Board. On December of 2010, the
members of KWN nominated and voted Mrs. Jahjaga as a
member of KWN Board and she served to this board until
her election as the President of the Republic of Kosovo.
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KWN delegation met with President of the Republic of
Kosovo, Atifete Jahjaga, on April 20.



oo On the 2nd of July, the KWN delegation visited Dragash
Municipality and organized a meeting with the women of
Dragash and Opoja. Women, Members of the Assembly, par-
ticipated as well. Kvinna til Kvinna representative for Kosovo
was also part of the KWN delegation. This meeting was a
result of the decision taken in the regular meeting organized
in June to visit women of Dragash and to support the initia-
tive of KWN on creating an Advocacy Group for Gender
Equality. These groups aim at collaborating with women
politician and those of the civil society in the local level.
During the meetings they discussed problems that women
have in this municipality, collaborations among women
politician and those of civil society, solidarity among women
and their advocacy initiative in improving the women posi-
tion in the local level. After the meeting there was organized
hiking tour through the amazing trails of Sharr Mountain.

oo Organized 30 meetings every two months of the Gender Equality Advocacy Groups in five municipalities: Gjakova,
Prizren, Dragash, Gjilan, and Novo Brdo. The meetings involved in total 140 women from politics and civil society,
as well as some men from each municipalities. These meetings were held in Shtime, Prizren, Dragash, Novo Brdo,
Podujevo (in addition to the plan foreseen) and Gjakova municipality. The types of issues discussed in the group
meetings included:
• Solidarity among women in politics and civil society, including methods and means through which they could sup-
port each other towards realizing common goals at the municipal level; 
• Violence against women and relevant mechanisms at the municipal level; and 
• The upcoming elections at the municipal level and strategies for supporting women’s involvement in politics.
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KWN delegation during a meeting witth women from
Dragash and Opoja. The meeting was also attended by

women, members of Assembly.



Supported the Gender Equality Advocacy Groups to advocate for at least one of women’s priorities to be addressed
at the municipal level:
oo In Dragash, women identified the issue of insufficient public transport particularly for women. KWN accompa-
nied women to the mayor who said that the municipality had discontinued public transport because “everyone was
using cars.” Women explained that they were not using vehicles and would prefer to take public transport. As a
result, the mayor reinstated the public transportation system which is now functioning and enabling women to travel
more freely and independently. 
• In Novo Brdo, women were not leaving their houses, so
KWN collaborated with the GEAGs, visiting women in their
villages and homes. Following these visits, the women came
to the next GEAG meeting in Novo Brdo because they real-
ized the importance of meeting together and collaborating
on joint initiatives.
• Similarly, in Shtime, no women’s organizations existed
prior to the project. As a result of meetings with KWN, the
GEAG decided to start actively reaching out to and meeting
with women around the municipality to hear their concerns.
The next step will be organizing to bring women’s greatest
concerns to the attention of municipal decision-makers. 
Overall, this year served primarily to activate the communi-
ties and they have become energized for working together
in 2012 to advocate for common issues. 

oo On the 21st of June, the EC-CSO Meeting of experts for Women, Peace and Security Issues (GPS) in the Missions
and Operations of EU for Common Policies of Security and Protection (CPDP) was held in Brussels. This meeting for
dialogue was organized with the aim of contributing to the implementation of the commitments for women, peace
and security issues, in the missions and operations of CSDP and more concretely in the evaluation of the operational
document for the implementation of the UN 1325 resolution, reinforced by the UN 1820 Resolution for Kosovo in the
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KWN members in one of member’s meeting during 2011.



context of ESDP (15782/3/08 REV 3). In the beginning of the meeting the representatives of two countries, Kosovo
and Afghanistan, held their presentation and later on the meeting continued with a discussion of all the other mem-
bers on the extent to which the UN 1325 resolution has been implemented. The panelists who represented Kosovo
were Igaballe Rogova, Executive Director of KWN and Brigitte Holzner, Official for Gender Equality in the mission of
EULEX.

oo During the visit in Montenegro, in the beginning of July, the Kosovo delegation led by Deputy Prime Minister Edita
Tahiri, together with the Member of the Parliament of Kosovo, Flora Brovina, the Political Adviser Gazmir Raci, and
Igballe Rogova, Executive Director of KWN, visited the city of Ulcinj, where they met the Mayor, Gëzim Hajdinaga.
Mrs. Tahiri talked about the progress of Kosovo in the state formation process, both within the national and inter-
national politics, emphasizing that the Government of Kosovo has just come out of democratic and free elections,
and is dedicated to advance in the implementation of its reforms, and in fulfilling national interest for a better life
of all its citizens.

oo Advocated for a National Action Plan for the implementation of UNSCR 1325 in Kosova. This included meeting
with Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi; speaking about the plan on the anniversary of 1325 in a meeting with key
stakeholders, organized by the Agency for Gender Equality and hosted by Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi and
Minister of Internal Affairs Bajram Rexhepi; and emphasizing the importance of such a plan to diverse stakeholders
present during the public release of KWN’s book 1325 Facts & Fables.

Advocated for UNSCR 1325 implementation by international institutions in Kosova. This included: 
• Raising this issue in Brussels in June where the KWN Executive Director told key EU decision-makers that the EU
had learned little from the UNMIK’s mistakes in Kosovo. 
• Involvement in Security Gender Coordination Group meetings where the KWN Executive Director advocated for
UNSCR 1325 implementation.
• Organizing meetings between Kosovar women activists and Ulrike Lunacek towards implementing UNSCR 1325 by
ensuring that women’s voices were heard on various key issues (e.g., visa liberalization).
• Interviews with representatives of nearly 60 diverse institutions with responsibilities for implementing UNSCR 1325
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in Kosova (supported by Austrian Development Cooperation),
which served to increase their knowledge about their responsi-
bilities as well as to encourage reflection on their work towards
implementing UNSCR 1325 over the last 10 years. 

oo Distributed broadly the resulting book 1325 Facts & Fables
in hard and electronic versions via a public release, attended by
110 people. On 10th of December, KWN released a publication
“1325 Facts & Fables”. KWN did not initially plan to carry out the
research on 1325. However, via voluntary efforts from commit-
ted interns and additional funding secured from Austrian
Development and Cooperation for some basic research costs
and publishing, KWN was able to carry out extensive research
on the issue and produce a book entitled 1325 Facts & Fables:
A collection of stories about the implementation of United
Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and
Security in Kosovo. First, the research itself resulted in
increased awareness among many research participants
regarding their responsibilities for implementing. Second, the
book is already serving as an effective advocacy tool, making
women’s voices heard in politics and future decision-making.
KWN has received extensive positive feedback about the book
already, such as:

“I think it should be read in school. This book is exactly
what anyone teaching gender rights needs in the classroom. It
combines excellent fieldwork with reflections on the emergence
and development of the norm of human security.”
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KWN staff, Board, partners and other stakeholders 
during a book release “1325 Facts & Fables” 

on December 10.



- Anna Di Lellio, Ph.D., professor of International Relations at the New School and New York University.

“The report/book on 1325 in Kosovo is wonderful! Seldom you can read such down-to-earth and frank analy-
sis on these issues. I opened the file two hours ago and just could not stop reading.” 

- Elisa Tarnaala, Gender, Peace & Security Working Group

“I wanted to say that I have found the 1325 book the most accessible and informative of all reports I’ve
read since being in Kosovo.  Well done to you and all involved.” 

– Mary Packer, gynecologist and activist working in Kosovo

oo Another unexpected result was the enhanced solidarity among women, which followed KWN’s retreat and strate-
gic planning weekend for the 2012 Strategy in Durres, Albania with KWN members and supporters. KWN received
dozens of calls and messages of thanks for the productive weekend, which additionally gave members extra energy
for their work. 

Further, KWN began an
important gender-responsive
audit of the budget for imple-
menting the domestic violence
legislation in Kosovo. While KWN
had hoped to carry out an audit
of the budget initially, we did not
think we would be able to secure
sufficient resources. However,
we were later approached by
UNDP to carry out this very
important gender audit and to
make concrete recommenda-
tions for improving budgeting processes towards implementing this new legislation. It will be completed in 2011.
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KWN members met in Durres for a retreat and work on KWN 2012 strategic planning.



Met with political party leaders to advocate for more women to be appointed to decision-making positions:
• Met with Behgjet Pacolli (when he served briefly as President) on 19 March to advocate for appointing more
women to decision-making positions and meeting regularly with women in civil society. KWN also met with
Vetvendosje representatives to encourage their inclusion of women in decision-making positions. In a seminar
organized by the Kosovo Security Forces, KWN discussed with the Minister ways that he could further gender equal-
ity within the Ministry of Kosovo Security Forces.
• Met with Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuci to advocate for the appointment of the Chief Executive Officer of
AGE.
• Met with Deputy Prime Minister for for Foreign Affairs and National Security Edita Tahiri to advocate for women to
be more involved in the negotiations process.

oo Support Working and Advocacy Groups within KWN
(Health Politics) to establish strategies for the future
and fundraise to implement those strategies: KWN held
five meetings with the health group, one of which
involved a fruitful discussion with group members and
UNFPA on potential ways to cooperate towards the ful-
filment of the KWN strategy in the future. This working
group has drafted an initial strategy and identified
other members who will participate in this new group.
KWN continued to coordinate with working group
members in starting collaboration with UNFPA, which
will continue in 2012.

oo On the 8th of March, the Security and Gender
Coordination Group (SGCG) marked its 100th anniver-
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2. IMPROVING WOMEN’S HEALTH

KWN & UNFPA representatives met 
with Minister of Health, Mr. Ferid Agani.



sary of the International Women Day. The member of SGCG organized a protest in front of the National Theater with
me motto: “We don’t want flowers; we want Security and Quality Health Services”. The 8th of March is known as
the International Day during which different actions and event take place around the globe to mark the economic,
political and social achievement of women. During this day, the activities of SGCG were dedicated to the health of
women through advocacy activities such as raising awareness of the public opinion on the health of women in
Kosovo. The right to have the highest level of health is a human right which is also part of International Covenant
of Human Rights. The aim of this demonstration was to ask the government to secure the health insurance fund
and to ensure that the citizens have more quality services in public health institutions. During the meeting there
were held two speeches and a monolog which focused on the today’s healthcare conditions in Kosovo. The SGCG
sent a letter to the Prime Minister, the Minister of Health, and to the Members of the Parliament, which included the
above-mentioned demands. During the protests, the citizens had the opportunity to sign this letter. 

oo On 30 October 2011, on the ‘Mother Theresa’ boulevard in Prishtina, the Kosovo Center for Fighting Breast
Cancer JETA/VITA organized the informative-cultural programme and the march with the motto “Early detection –
Survival”, where hundreds of Kosovo women and men participated to morally support women who are affected by

KWN Annual Report 2011

12

100th Anniversary of International Women’s Day - Protest in Prishtina 8 March 2011



breast cancer. In solidarity, the President of Kosovo, Atifete Jahjaga and the head of the municipality of Prishtina,
Isa Mustafa, were also present in this activity. KWN has supported the annual campaign against breast and uterus
cancer. KWN supported this initiative by distributing information related to the organization of these activities.

oo On the 8th of December, KWN reacted to the budget cut for the University Clinic Center of Kosovo. KWN was
deeply concerned that the Government of Kosovo has cut the budget of the University Clinical Center of Kosovo by
2 million euros. If the budget for financing medical services is cut, it will significantly affect the lives of women in
Kosovo. KWN research has shown that women in particular tend to lack access to quality medical services, due in
part to insufficient finances within their families. While wealthier people can access private clinics, the poor will suf-
fer from these budget cuts. According to World Bank studies, more than 50% of in Kosovo’s population lives in
poverty, and 12% live in extreme poverty. Limited medical services are provided by Health Houses in municipalities,
and the University Clinic Center remains the only provider of some services. In the reaction KWN called for the gov-
ernment to reconsider its priorities. Considering its commitments to the Millennium Development Goals, the govern-
ment should be seeking to expedite general reforms of the healthcare system and improve the quality of public
healthcare available. A healthcare budget of only 52 euros per person per year is insufficient. These budget cuts will
only further the country’s existing healthcare crisis; citizens, and especially women, will be unable to treat easily pre-
ventable diseases. KWN calls on the Government of Kosovo to immediately reconsider this decision.

oo KWN collaborated with members of the domestic violence and trafficking group (the Coalition against Family and
Sexual Violence, now called the Network of Shelters) to draft a concept note to the UN Trust Fund against Domestic
Violence and is organizing another meeting with the Coalition in the near future. KWN supported the Coalition to
register as an independent network. They are continuing to operate independently.

oo On The 20th of May, KWN, organized a march to condemn violence and ask for justice. The recent murder of
Diana Kastrati (27), deeply concerned KWN and the citizens of Kosovo. This was the fourth case within one year
where a woman dies because of domestic violence. During the march the citizens had the opportunity to sign a peti-
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3. REDUCTION OF TRAFFICKING AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE



tion which was demanding: 
1) Immediate reaction of Kosovo
Police to find the perpetrator and
gather testimonies against him;
2) Investigative treatment of this
and other unresolved cases of
domestic violence, like the mur-
der of Dr. Igballe Llalloshi, which
remains unresolved for more than
a year; and 3) Commitment of
our citizens to actively condemn
and openly talk against domestic
violence occurring in our own,
our neighbor’s and our friends
households. The petition was
send to the Police and the
Judiciary Council of Kosovo
demanding immediate implementation of these queries. The signatures were collected during the march as well as
through electronic post and the webpage of KWN.  

oo On the 28th of June, in the ‘Mother Theresa’ boulevard in Prishtina, the young artists of the Prishtina Art Academy
organized a street performance. The 28th of June marked the 40th day after the death of Diana Kastrati, who was
murdered because of domestic violence by his ex-husband, a few meters away from her house. Even today, the mur-
derer has not been arrested. On this occasion the KWN asked all the institutions of justice to precipitate this case
and all the other unresolved cases related to domestic violence.

oo On the 1st of July, in Vilnius, Lithuania, the President of the Republic of Kosovo, Mrs. Atifete Jahjaga, was one
of the panelists of the “Combating violence against women and trafficking of human beings” session, in the confer-
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Marching to condemn violence and ask for justice, organized by KWN on May 20.



ence “Women enhancing democracy: the best practices”. President Jahjaga talked about the participation and rep-
resentation of women in all levels of state formation in Kosovo, among others emphasizing the role of KWN in
improving women position in Kosovo. At the end of the conference, Kosovo was mentioned by the organizers as a
good example of women representation in the Parliament of Kosovo, as well as the legislations aiming at fighting
domestic violence and trafficking of human beings. 

oo On the 19th of October, the Informal Group of Women Parliamentarians, in collaboration with NDI, organized the
roundtable named “The Law for protection against Domestic Violence”. After a brief presentation of Mrs. Teuta
Sahatqija, the Head of this group, the agenda continued with two panels discussing the topics: 1) Violence and pre-
vention of domestic violence; and 2) Domestic violence – presentation of researches and recommendation by civil
society. During the second panel, the Executive Director
of KWN, Igballe Rogova, held a speech refereeing to all
the researches and recommendations produced by KWN.
‘Security begins at home’ and ‘More than words on paper’
reports, can be also accessed through www.womensnet-
work.org website. Other participant of this roundtable
were also President Jahjaga, members of the parliament,
representatives of the government, political parties, civil
society, experts, and other representative of international
organizations in Kosovo.

oo On 11 October 2011, KWN organized the open debate
“Helping our Society – All against Domestic Violence” in
the National Library of Kosovo. In the beginning of
October, responding to the invitation of the American
Embassy in Kosovo, Ms. Julie A. Owens, Southwest
Regional Director for the North Carolina Council for
Women / Domestic Violence Commission, visited Kosovo.

Kosova Women’s Network
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Marking 16 days of activism. Protest in Prishtina 
“Say NO to Violence against Women”



Representatives of the Agency for Gender Equality, near the Prime Ministry Office, Informal Group of Women
Parliamentarians, the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare, Kosovo Police – the Domestic Violence and Abuse
against Children Investigation Unit, NGOs, members of Kosovo Shelter Coalition, and other NGOs which work in pro-
grammes against domestic violence were among participants to this debate.

oo 16 days of activism against gender violence campaign was organized in 10 municipalities with the help of KWN
members. The documentary “Stop Violence”, a production of Prishtina Film supported by UNDP WSSI, was shown
in some municipalities, while in others Safete Rogova performed her monologue against domestic violence. This
campaign got support by Kvinna til Kvinna. 

During 2011, KWN continued networking and collaborating with regional women organizations. KWN and its mem-
bers participated in various conferences and meetings towards ensuring that Kosovar women’s voices are heard in
broader political processes. This included: 

oo Supported women’s groups in Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Albania.

oo On 30 October 2011, in Beçiç, Montenegro, Regional Women’s Lobby, supported by UN Women, organized a
meeting with women parliamentarians and activists from Kosovo and Serbia, focusing on the role of women politi-
cians in building sustainable peace, security and justice in Southeastern Europe. Mrs. Tahiri, who leads Regional
Women’s Lobby, talked about the dialogue process between Kosovo and Serbia and the challenges she faced while
leading the Kosovo negotiation group. During the meeting, they discussed the how to enhance Women
Parliamentarian engagement and contribution to political processes that will be held within European Integration
framework. More information on the Regional Lobby and its activities can be found in the www.rwlsee.org webpage.

oo Meeting with women in politics and civil society from Albania during a roundtable on women and politics organ-
ized by the National Democratic Institute on 16 February at Hotel Prishtina.
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4. INCREASING WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN REGIONAL PEACE BUILDING 



oo Participating in the KtK regional meeting on 7-8 April.

oo Forging a partnership with Search for Common Ground Macedonia and Women Action in Montenegro towards
further women’s participation in politics regionally. 

oo A women’s organization from Republika Srpska (BiH) visited KWN in November to learn best practices for devel-
oping and maintaining a women’s network there. 

oo KWN attended the 20th Anniversary of Women in
Black in October, also networking with women throughout
the region and celebrating this period of inter-ethnic,
cross-border peace activism.

oo On the 13th and 14th of October, KWN participated in
the “Effective internal and external communication of
organization” training, organized by the Network of
Kosovo Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian Women
Organizations, in Luks hotel in Mitrovica. Igballe Rogova,
Executive Director of KWN, shared her experience on her
work and collaboration with KWN. She also provided
examples and advices on how the NKRAEWO could cre-
ate new networks and partnerships. After the training
session, NKRAEWO held its seventeenth meeting, and

together with its members compiled the platform of the priority objectives of the network. They also discussed about
the possiblity of making a documentary on early marriages among the communities.

oo On the 15th and 16th, KWN delegation participated in the regional meeting in Macedonia to discuss the progress
on the initiative of establishing Women’s Courts in the Balkans. KWN was involved in the regional efforts to estab-
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KWN representatives attended 20th anniversary of 
Women in Black in Serbia.



lish the Women’s Court in the Balkans. The first meeting was held during October, in Sarajevo (because the KWN
Executive Director was denied the visa, she only participated through SKYPE), while the second meeting was held
during December. The efforts for creating this Court are part of the next three years strategic plan of KWN. 

oo On the 24th of November and 3rd of December, KWN was part of a study visit organized by Kvinna til Kvinna,
with young women activists from Kosovo, Israel/Palestine, and Serbia, to exchange ideas and experiences on fem-
inist activism, initiate dialogue and establish personal contacts. The programme included a two days’ workshop on
feminist leadership, meetings with Israelite and Palestinian organization and an exploratory journey on the Israelite
and Palestinian politics and situation.

KWN continued important networking activities. Ongoing information-sharing (the newsletter, website, Facebook,
and meetings), coordination (e.g., on joint advocacy initiatives), and cooperation among network members and
other stakeholders are crucial for the sustainability of the network. This is also important for ensuring that KWN
members as the highest decision-making body in KWN stay actively informed of KWN’s activities, monitor progress,
and evaluate successes and challenges. KWN meetings provided space for Serb, as well as other minority women,
to network, receive support from other activists, coordinate efforts with majority groups, and participate in joint
advocacy initiatives. Continued networking with women’s organizations and politicians in the region is crucial for fur-
thering women’s participation in decision-making processes related to peace and security, contributing to the fifth
objective as well as supporting the continued advocacy efforts of KWN at the national and regional level.
Achievements include:

oo Compilation of 7 issues of e-news: 1. January and February; 2. March; 3. April and May; 4. June and July; 5.
August and September; 6. October; and 7. November and December. They were distributed broadly and received
positive feedback;

oo Held information-sharing meetings involving KWN members and stakeholders. In order to continue to be effec-
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5. BUILDING THE CAPACITY OF KWN 



tive as a network, KWN held five bimonthly meetings in
2011: 7 February, 5 April, 6 June, 19 September, and 29
October. The issues discussed included information shar-
ing among members, the approval of the KWN strategy
(a new program has been added: Women’s Economic
Empowerment Program and the Strategy is extended to
2014), financing available for organizations involved in
women’s economic empowerment, how to apply for EC
grants (TACSO organized and funded this), election of a
new board member, the creation of advocacy groups in
different municipalities in Kosova, the opportunity of
forming the Kosovo Women’s Lobby, presentation from
the Ministry of Agriculture about opportunities to access
MA grants, presentation about the work and services
offered by CLARD Organization (Providing free legal aid),

presentation from Organization NOA about new opportunities with the Agriculture Program - financed by USAID, the
16 days against domestic violence campaign organized by KWN (members in different municipalities were involved),
the functioning of Shelter Coalition in Kosovo, cooperation with Women in Black and the region for the initiative
called “Women’s Court”, and members activities. 

oo Held KWN Annual Membership Meeting on 10 December, attended by KWN members following the public release
of the book 1325 Facts & Fables. KWN members discussed activities carried out in 2011, elected two new board
members, discussed the work done on the trip to Durres for the KWN statute and the Strategy for 2012, the reac-
tivation of the Deputy Group of Kosova and the strong cooperation with women’s organizations, the reaction for the
murder of Diana Kastrati, the good cooperation with the Kosovo Police, and evaluated KWN’s performance in 2011. 

oo KWN has offered services to the members by providing them different information, technical support, assistance
in writing project proposals, contact with donors, and help in translation. News about events happening in Kosovo
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Members during KWN Members Meeting.



and the region have been distributed. Quality of KWN services is illustrated from members’ annual evaluations:
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oo Updated and enhance activity on KWN’s website (www.womensnetwork.org) and Facebook page
(http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kosova-Womens-Network). KWN used them to: 1) organize a demonstration on
the 100th Anniversary of International Women’s Day, March 8th, to demand health insurance for all citizens of
Kosova and better quality health care, as a human right; 2) announce internship opportunities at KWN (23 Jun); 3)
in organizing a petition against the murder of Diana Kastrati, following domestic violence (28 Jun); 4) march for
breast cancer awareness (27 Oct); 5) the posting of KWN’s e-newsletter; 6) advocacy surrounding decreases in the
hospital’s budget (8 Dec); and 7) the public release of KWN’s book 1325 Facts & Fables (12 Dec). KWN also created
a Facebook Group on May 19 (at: http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_205489469489614). The
Facebook Group membership has increased to 66 members.

* This includes the number of people who have inter-
acted with or viewed your Page or its posts. This
includes people who have liked your Page and people
who haven't. (Unique Users)

As the Graph illustrates KWN’s efforts to increase its
visibility and involve more people its advocacy efforts
succeeded particularly around advocacy campaigns.
People viewed information about KWN activities
47,876 times during this period, via the newsfeed,
while 275 offered feedback (likes or comments).
Feedback came from people in 50 countries (more
than twice as many reached as at the time of our
interim report). 
As per the website, KWN has compiled all of the pro-
files of its members, which it will post to the website
in the near future. Further, KWN utilized its website for
the first time for collecting signatures for the afore-
mentioned petition. This successful undertaking
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resulted in 638 signatures in only a week. KWN had more than 12,000 visitors to its site in 2011. KWN successfully
increased visits to its website by promoting the website and petition on Facebook.

oo During summer months, KWN has started monitoring the implementation of the KWN Code of Conduct and
Responsibilities. The interview has also included questions on the needs of member organizations. The monitoring
and interviewing will be completed in the beginning of 2012. 

oo Supported KWN members coordinating joint efforts among member organizations, particularly among majority
and minority members. This included:

oo Regularly sent updates via email and Facebook to KWN members with information about opportunities for fund-
ing (e.g., FLOW Netherlands, World Bank and EC calls for proposals); capacity development opportunities; activities
of other members; and networking (e.g., upcoming conferences with AWID and for shelters). 
oo Supported its member organizations Dera e Hapur and the women’s shelters in fundraising for collaborative proj-
ects with other KWN members.

oo Supported the Blind Women’s Committee to organize a study visit to Albania where they met with the Blind
Association in Albania. 

oo Offered ongoing support to the Serbian Women’s Network and the RAE Women’s Network. 

oo Supported and served on the steering committee and support group for establishing a coalition on LGBT rights
in Kosovo. In collaboration with other organizations and individuals, KWN is working to create this coalition that will
raise awareness and foster community solidarity for LGBT and their rights in Kosovo. 
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Other activities during 2011 include:
oo On the 20th of January, students from different countries of the European International Center for Human Rights
and Democratization, established in Venice, visited KWN. This university, in collaboration with the University of
Prishtina, each year sends a group of students for study visits. The meeting with KWN was also part of their visit
this year. They learned about the history of KWN and the role of women before, during and after the war. The stu-
dents expressed that this meeting was informative and pleasant.

oo On the 24th of February, another group of students from the University of Toronto, Canada, visited KWN. This
groups was also interested in learning more about the role of Kosovar women in politics and decision-making, the
role of women organization in Kosovo, the role of EU and EULEX in the restructuring of the Kosovar state, and the
implications of the EULEX presence to the politics and society in Kosovo.

oo On the 5th of April, in Hotel Prishtina, KWN member, participated in the “Action for Partnership – Women’
Empowerment” workshop, organized by the Project for Technical Assistance for Civil Society Organizations (TASCO).
The European Commission had announced the regional call for proposals. The call for proposals aimed at strength-
ening civil society organizations through partnership work, focusing in activities which address the empowerments
of women and promotion of gender equality. This workshop was organized in close collaboration with KWN, with the
objective to inform organizations of TASCO opportunities and modalities. During this workshop, the members had
the opportunity to learn more about the specificities of Call for Proposals, Eligibility; Partnerships; Sectors; Types of
activities; Budget, etc 

oo On the 20th of June, KWN sent a congratulation letter to Mr. Zejnullaj Gruda, Director of the Institute for
Research on War Crimes, which was established during June, with the initiative of the Minister of Justice, Z. Hajredin
Kuqi. KWN congratulated the institute, expressing their belief that this institute can play a crucial role in ensuring
justice by uncovering the truth regarding war crimes.

KWN Annual Report 2011

24

6. OTHER ACTIVITIES



oo On 3 October 2011, KWN participated in the roundtable on Kosovo electoral reforms organized by the Democracy
for Development Institute (D4D). In the third panel, “Reform processes yesterday and today” Igballe Rogova,
Executive Director of KWN, talked about the activities of KWN and Kosovo Women’s Lobby within the framework of
Reform 2004 which were aiming to change the electoral law toward open lists. She also discussed on how we should
fight to keep the 30% quota of women in the parliament.

oo On the 23rd of October, in Romaje of Has, the Motrat Qiriazi (MQ), organization for women education, marked
its 20th founding anniversary; the Ramaje high school marked its 15th anniversary; and symbolically celebrated the
65th birthday of the actor and humanist Safete Rogova, cofounder of MQ. The surprise during these celebrations
was the engraved plaque placed in the newly built school, as a sign of gratitude for the MQ organization, and for
Safete and Igballe Rogova, respectively. In the plaque it was written: “What Qiriazi Sisters did in Korca, Rogova
Sisters did in Has.” 

Visit members to identify needs: 
KWN met with more than 30 organizations. The main issues identified were the need for trainings/courses on: how
to write project pro-
posals, how to do
research, finances,
managements, leg-
islation, and com-
puter literacy. They
were also interested
in assistance in
fundraising funds,
help in translation
(English), help in
writing project pro-
posals, office (funds
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for the office), to provide office supplies (computers, printers, tables, machine for sewing etc), a place (building)
where all the member organizations could work together (to have a bigger cooperation among member organiza-
tions), to advocate for them (their needs) to the institutions because KWN has influence, cooperation with regional
organizations etc.
Make Membership Services Plan based on members’ needs and the KWN Code of Conduct. Based on members’
requests and the KWN Code of Conduct, KWN is drafting a Membership Services Plan. It has yet to be completed
because KWN had difficulties contacting some of the members who were unavailable for interviews. Even so, in the
meantime, KWN provided ongoing assistance to KWN members, including: 
o Provided information to the Krusha e Madhe women’s organization.
o Provided information to a group of former women parliamentarians with regard to creating an organization, join-
ing KWN, and working to fulfill the KWN Code of Conduct. 
o Wrote “Visionary Women of the 21st Century” recommendation letter.
o Wrote “Open Door” a recommendation letter.
o Donated 200 Euros to “Blind Women Committee” for the event organized in the international week for blind peo-
ple.
o Donated a digital camera to “RROGRAEK”.
o Donated a used laptop to “Dardane’s Hands”.
o Supported “Visionary Women of the 21st Century” with translation and drafting the financial section of the proj-
ect proposal).
o Supported “Mentor Tolaj Honor” in project proposal writing and translation.
o Supported “NGO Alma” with translation.
o Supported “Kalabria” on preparing invitations for an event. 
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KWN EXECUTIVE BOARD

KWN Executive board met four times during 2011. Board members have regularly been informed about KWN activ-
ities through email or phone. 

As the five Board Members completed their five years mandate, the new members were voted in the 2011 Annual
Assembly. However, in the beginning of 2011, the board was changed, due to the resignation of Veprore Shehu, who
was actively engaged in other activities; Atifete Jahjaga who was nominated President of the Republic; and Ariana
Qosaj-Mustafa who was nominated adviser to the President, Atifete Jahjaga. The Board Member proposed, while
the other members of the Network voted and selected Sevdije Bunjaku. 

The KWN Board members for 2011: 

Besim M. Kajtazi (Head of Legal Office – Prime Ministry Office) 

Elita Gota (Activist)

Elmaze Gashi – Head of the Board (Executive Director – Alter Habitus)

Sevdije Bunjaku (Kalabria)

Shukrije Gashi (Partners Kosova) 
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KWN staff during 2011:

Igballe Rogova – Executive Director 

Besa Shehu – Financial Manager

Zana Rudi – Member Programme Manager 

Nicole Farnsworth – Consultant and Researcher  

Alba Loxha – Information and Outreach Coordinator 

Donjeta Murati – Researcher

Ada Shima – Researcher 

Kaltrina Ademi - Researcher

Amy Hillock - Intern

KWN STAFF
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KWN FINANCIAL REPORT

Donators

Kvinna till Kvinna
Sweden

Mott Foundation

Global Fund for
Women

ADA

TACSO

UNDP

Embassy of
Netherlands

European
Commission

UNIFEM

Motrat Qiriazi

UNDP

TOTAL

Projects

Women's Empowerment Project 

Institutional support for KWN 

Documentary film production 

Monitoring the implementation of
UNSCR 1325 in Kosovo 
Institutional support for KWN  

Research on the states cost of
domestic violence in Kosova  
Empowering Kosovo Women's
Participation in Politics and Decision
Making 
Support for attending meeting in
Brussels 

Increasing awareness of gender
equality mechanisms in Kosovo 
Vehicle Mitsubishi Pajero sold /
Vehicle Seat Cordoba bought. 
Donated Vehicle Ford Everest
Production year 2005. Purchased
value at the time 18.000 euro. 

Remaining 2010

3,103.39

15,882.36

2,542.59

21,528.34

Received

53,546.00

9,170.09

9,739.41

500.00

18,500.00

61,996.80

815.00

7,676.00

3,800.00

165,743.30

Spent / Expences

49,793.66

25,052.45

2,542.59

9,739.41

500.00

8,518.26

15,500.29

815.00

7,676.00

3,800.00

123,937.66

Carried to 2012

6,855.73

9,981.74

46,496.51

63,333.98
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KWN MEMBERS 2011

Alma - Shemsije Seferi - 044 257 443 - shemsijeseferi@hotmail.com - Sverkë, Pejë

Alter Habitus - Elmaze Gashi - 044 519 099 - alter.habitus@gmail.com - Prishtinë

Antigona - Rabe Rrustemi - 044 192 232 - r_rrustemi@hotmail.com - Skenderaj

Ato - Fikrije Ferizi - 044 332 558 - qendraegruas_ato@hotmail.com - Vushtrri

Aureola - Sanije Grajçevci - 044 502 578 - aureola.p95@gmail.com - Prishtinë

Arsimimi për të Rriturit e Kosovës - Ylfete Osmani - 044 185 625 - yosmani@arrk-ks.net - Prishtinë

Bardha - Raza Sadrija - 044 833 212 - Prishtinë

Dera e Hapur - Belxhyzare Muharremi - 044 124 423 - c_opendoor@hotmail.com - Prishtinë

Diana - Silvana Vokshi - 044 769 778 - Gjakovë

Dora Dorës - Vjosa Curri - 044 216 616 - dora_dores@yahoo.com - Prizren

Dora e Ngrohtë - Drita Rama - 044 264 102 - drita.g.rama@gmail.com - Rahovec

Drita - Fexhrie Mavriqi - 044 649 168 - febimav@yahoo.com - Prishtinë

Diakonie Kosova - Blerina Muriqi - 028 535 620 - info@diakonie-kosova.org - Mitrovicë
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Down Syndrome Kosova - Leonora Shabani - 044 479 621 - info@downsyndromekosova.org - Prishtinë

Duart e Dardanës (DeD) - Fatime Ahmeti - 044 300 312 - dardanafermere@yahoo.com - Gjakovë

Emina ‘Grupi i Grave Boshnjake’ - Fata Zariqi - 049 838 423 - emina011@hotmail.com - Mitrovicë

Familja dhe Shpresa - Atifete Bytyqi - 044 329 196 - atifetebytyqi@hotmail.com - Klinë

Fana - Fane Gashi - 049 655 754 - ojqfana@gmail.com - Pejë

Foleja - Gjyzel Shaljani - 044 219 612 - gjyzelshaljani@gmail.com - Prizren

Handikos Prizren - Drita Vukshinaj - 044 263 636 - handikos_pz@hotmail.com - Prizren

Handikos - Mehreme Llumnica - 044 198 688 - mehremellumnica@hotmail.com - Prishtinë

Hanëmeli - Lirije Gash - 044 343 709 - liriyegas@hotmail.com - Prishtinë

Idemo Pravo - Zhivadinka Radosavlevic - Plemetin

Instituti Psikologjik - Psikoanalitik IPP - Anduena Arrni - 044 145 652 - ipp.kosova@gmail.com - Prishtinë

Initiative for Agricultural & Development of Kosovo - Magbule Hyseni - 049 344 586 - Mitrovicë

Iniciativa 6 Nëngrupi i Grave OAZA - Osman Osmani - 044 265 741 - iniciativa_6@hotmail.com - Prishtinë

Jeta - Safete Gacaferri - 044 253 412 - ojqjeta@yahoo.com - Deçan



Jeta Ime - Shqipe Bejtullahu - 044 188 336 - mylife_center@yahoo.com - Gjakovë

Jeto Jetën - Xhylnaze Bytyqi - 044 187 021 - jetojeten@hotmail.com - Prizren

Kalabria - Sevdie Bunjaku - 044 779 799 - ngokalabria@hotmail.com - Prishtinë

Komitet Zena za Zastitu i Ljudska Prava - Snezana Karadzic - 044 929 676 - snezana.karadzic@gmail.com - Caglavica

Komiteti i Grave të Verbëra - Bajramshahe Jetullahu - 044 185 298 - kgvk_b@hotmail.com - Prishtinë

Kosovo Mental Disibility Rights International - Zamira Hyseni - 044 176 287 - zhyseni@mdri.org - Prishtinë

Legjenda - Melihate Osmani - 044 194 045 - meliosmani@yahoo.com - Viti

Lepsa Buducnost - Radosava Mirkovic - lepsa.buducnost@yahoo.com - Priluzje

Lidhja e Gjallë e Kosovës - Kadrije Berisha - 044 227 820 - kadrijeberisha@hotmail.com - Kaçanik

Lira - Valire Buza - 044 189 775 - valirebuza@hotmail.com - Prishtinë

Lulebora - Selvete Gashi - 044 110 970 - selvete.gashi@gmail.com - Prishtinë

Lulishtja - Sadije Dulahu - 044 374 412 - sadiedulahu@hotmail.com - Dabishevc

Luna - Stanica Kovacevic - 044 738 590 - nvoluna@yahoo.com - Fushë Kosovë

Medica Kosova - Veprore Shehu - 044 188 316 - medicam_kosova@yahoo.com - Gjakovë

Kosova Women’s Network

33



Motrat Qiriazi - Marte Prenkpalaj - 044 113 258 - marta_has@hotmail.com - Has / Prizren

Mundësia - Hasime Tahiri - 044 213 924 - mundesia_ngo@yahoo.com - Mitrovicë

Ne Jemi Pjesë e Botës - Gjylfidane Morina - 044 197 851 - njpb05@hotmail.com - Pejë

Norma - Valbona Salihu - 044 126 428 - shoqatanorma@yahoo.com - Prishtinë

Oda - Violeta Selimi - 044 318 982 - vselimi.oda@gmail.com - Prishtinë

OGPK - Rudina Gerdeci - Llapashtica - 044 308 758 - ogpk_08@hotmail.com - Prishtinë

One to One Kosova - Merita Halitaj - 044 172 644 - onetoonekosove@hotmail.com - Prizren / Pejë

Organizata edukative - kulturore NISA - Igballe Berisha - Huduti - 044 142 038 - ikballekevser@hotmail.com
Prishtinë

Qendra e Gruas ‘Liria’ - Nazife Jonuzi - 044 125 729 - liriagjilan10@hotmail.com - Gjilan

Qendra Kosovare për Luftimin e Kancerit të Gjirit Jeta/Vita - Nafije Latifi - 044 145 530 - jeta.vita@yahoo.com
Prishtinë

Qendra Kosovare për Rehabilitimin e të Mbijetuarve të Torturës - Feride Rushtini - 044 501 904
krct_org@yahoo.com - Prishtinë

Qendra Kosovare për Studime Gjinore - Luljeta Vuniqi - 044 116 898 - qksgj_kgsc@yahoo.com - Prishtinë

Qendra për Mbrojtjen e Grave dhe Fëmijëve - Naime Sherifi - 044 508 081 - cpwcprishtina@yahoo.com - Prishtinë
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Qendra për Mbrojtjen e Viktimave dhe Parandalimin e Trafikimit me Qenie Njerëzore - Hamijet Dedolli
hamijet_dedolli@yahoo.com - Prishtinë

Qendra për Mirëqenien e Gruas - Ardita Bala - 044 223 543 - pejawwc@yahoo.com - Pejë

Qendra për Strehimin e Grave dhe Fëmijëve - Jubilea Kabashi - 044 380 345 - qsgf_pz@hotmail.com - Prizren

Qendra për Trajnime dhe Studime Gjinore - Diamant Binaku - 044 174 429 - qtsgj@yahoo.com - Prishtinë

Rrjeti i Organizatave të Grave Rome, Ashkali dhe Egjiptase të Kosovës - Shpresa Agushi - 044 211 905 
agushishpresa@yahoo.com - Prishtinë

Rona - Serbeze Sylejmani - 044 448 568 - besa.ipko@hotmail.com - Prishtinë

Ruka + Ruci - Nevenka Rikallo - 044 839 986 - rikalonevenka@yahoo.com - Fushë Kosovë/Ugljare

Sakuntala - Indira Elshani - 044 425 330 - indiraebardhi@hotmail.com - Prizren

Shoqata e Grave Gora - Sevdija Ramadani - 045 260 311 - sevda.gora@hotmail.com - Prishtinë

Shoqata e Gruas Indira - Tone Gjergjaj - 049 300 207 - info.indira08@gmail.com - Videjë/Klinë

Shoqata për Edukimin dhe Përkujdesjen e Familjes - Bahrije Deva - 044 152 051 - shepfgjakova@yahoo.com
Gjakovë

Shoqata e Grave Fermere ‘Krusha e Vogël - Dile Prekpalaj - 044 218 541 - dile_prekpalaj@hotmail.com 
Bregdrini, Prizren
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Shoqata e Grave Drita e Krushës - Ola Syla - 044 168 502 - olasyla@hotmail.com - Krushë e Madhe

Shoqata e Grave të Veja ‘KRUSHA’ - Fahrije Hoti - 044 255 096 - ojq1_krusha@hotmail.com - Krushë e Madhe

Shpresa & Shtëpitë e Fëmijëve - Valbona Çitaku - 044 200 353 - sdsf_ks@yahoo.com - Prishtinë

Shtëpia e Sigurtë - Sakibe Doli - Dobruna - 044 161 857 - linjajuaj@yahoo.com - Gjakovë

Venera - Miradije Gashi - 044 223 418 - ngo-venera@live.com - Pejë

Violete - Bedrije Shala - 044 362 412 - bedrije.shala@hotmail.com - Barilevë / Prishtinë

Vita - Jeta - Ajshe Nuhiu - 044 277 421 - ajshenuhiu@yahoo.com - Prishtinë

Zana - Tahire Gashi - 044 406 812 - shg_zana@hotmail.com - Klinë
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