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15 March 2012

To:
Ms. Edita Tahiri, Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosova for Foreign Policy and National Security and Head of the Delegation at the Kosova-Serbia Technical Dialogue 
Dear Ms. Edita Tahiri:

We were shocked to learn about your office’s misuse of taxpayer money (see: ‘indeks online,’ 14 March 2012) on International Women’s Day, a day meant for promoting women’s equal rights. Instead of spending taxes on an initiative to further women’s rights, your office spent our money for personal pleasure. 

Further, you had full knowledge that women and men would enter the streets together on 8 March to demand justice for women raped during the war, still unaddressed after 13 years. Rather than attend, publicly demonstrating your support for raped women, you took a vacation paid for by taxpayers. 

As women pensioners stood in the streets on 9 March, requesting support in order to survive, you and your colleagues took bread from their mouths: a single day’s per diem in Albania could have provided a woman with pension for three months.

We are angered by your failure to uphold your duties not only as the Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosova for Foreign Policy and National Security and Head of the Delegation at the Kosova-Serbia Technical Dialogue, sworn to protect the interests of the people of Kosova, but moreover as the Chair of the Regional Women’s Lobby for Peace, Security, and Justice, and as a self-declared supporter of women’s rights. You have failed to fulfill your promises to include women’s voices in the negotiations or to advocate for issues important to women there. Your recent acceptance of Resolution 1244 without even mentioning the crimes committed against women in Kosova is unacceptable.

Your actions have embarrassed us as women activists and threaten the wellbeing of women in Kosova. Therefore, we, as women and as taxpayers, call for your immediate resignation on the following accounts: 

1) Misusing taxpayer money, which should have been used for fighting for women’s rights rather than for personal gain;

2) Undermining Kosova’s sovereignty via very painful compromises, namely reviving Resolution 1244, which virtually opens the road for those who raped women during the war to re-enter and commit similar crimes in the future;

3) Failing during the negotiations to mention the crimes committed against women during the war, or promote this issue publicly, despite your many promises to do so; and

4) Failing to report to the Assembly of Kosova, and thus failing to be accountable to and transparent with the elected representatives of women and men in Kosova about the negotiations.

Sincerely, 
The Kosova Women’s Network
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