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15 March 2012

To:   Mr. Bedri Hamza, Minister of Finance of the Republic of Kosova
CC:   Mr. Hashim Thaci, Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosova
Dear Sirs:

As women and as taxpayers, we are writing to express our deep discontent with the misuse of taxpayer monies on International Women’s Day.

International Women’s Day was originally established to promote women’s equal rights. We are angered that International Women’s Day has lost its meaning in Kosova. 

Rather than supporting actions that further women’s rights, excessive amounts of taxpayer money were misspent on flowers, gifts, per diems, retreats, and other forms of personal gain for women civil servants and politicians. We believe this money was wasted, particularly at a time when Kosova is on the verge of a budget crisis and multiple noble uses of our money have been refused (e.g., for women pensioners, healthcare insurance, adequate equipping of Centers for Social Welfare, quality legal aid, and women’s shelters, to name a few). 

As women and as taxpayers we demand that our money is no longer spent on such frivolous events for International Women’s Day. We call upon you to ensure and stipulate that from now on:

· Any expenditures related to International Women’s Day, if allocated at all, must only fund events that contribute directly to furthering women's rights, as defined by the relevant legislation and national action plans of the Republic of Kosova; 

· Taxpayer money may not be spent on flowers, personal gain, per diems, gifts, retreats, or any other sort of event purely for pleasure; and

· Any strategic planning or other retreats that are funded by the people of Kosova, whether or not related to International Women’s Day, must take place in Kosova in order to save taxpayer money and support the local economy.

We kindly request your urgent action on this matter.

Sincerely,

Kosova Women’s Network
www.womensnetwork.org • C-2 II/8 Hajdar Dushi St., 10000 Prishtina, Kosovo • +381 (0) 38 245 850 • info@womensnetwork.org

